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AKSIKACr 



A new sjuxics, B/ipIc/in/i// sich/itiicnsc, from WGiicluian District of northwestern Sichuan 
Province of C>hina, is diagnosed, described and liL;ured, and compared with the two most similar 
species, B. ii/aLoi/ensc Shan et Y. Li and B. chcnshtiiii Shan et Shell. Besieles, a key is i^iven ior 
distinguishing the five most closely related species of the i^^enus. 

Bupleurum sichuanense S.L.Pan et Hsii, sp. nov. (Fig. 1 ) 

Species B, iiuilaniensi Shan et Y. Li alTinis, sed dillert foliis angustioribus brevioribus 
tenuioribuscjue, 7 -nervis, radiis plurioribus, phyllis involucelli minoribus 1 — 2 mm lont^is, 
pedicellis distincte brevioribus. Similis eriam B. cLn.shoin Shan et Shell, cpiod dimorphophyllis, 
rad i i s 
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5, involucelli phyllis pedicellis loipeiorihus tacile distinguitur. 



Perenne; coca plan taglaberrima. Radix elongata, 2 — 7 mm crassa, brunnea vel 
cineracea, raro ramifer, pluriceps. Cdinles plerumcjue ncmerosi, caespicosi, Hscjue 
4() — 100 cm alti, recti, graciles, firmi, ca. 1 - 2 mm diametro, basi residuis 
vaginarum emortuorum instructo. Folia in sicco chartacea, radicalia-basin 
tenuioria, linearia, 2—10 cm longa et 1 — T mm lata, apice apiculata vel brevi- 
acLiminata, ad basin versus sensim in petiolum angustata, 7-nervia, extinis in 
margine ipso currentibus, nervis subtus valde prominentibus, nervulis venisejue 
omnino inconspicuis; caulina media et superiora inlerioribus conformia, sed 
leviter parvioria, 5 — 7 nervia. Umbellae 1 — 2 cm diametro, longe pedunculatae, 
peduncLilis 1.5 — 4.5 cm longis; involucri phylla 1 — 3, minuta, linearia vel 
scjLiamilormia, inaequalia, 0.5 — 3 mm longa et 0. 1 — 0.5 mm lata, 1 — 5 nervda; 
radii (4-)6 — 7 (-<S), 1 — 2 cm longi; umbellulae 2-3 mm tliametro; phyllla 



involucelli 5,lanceolata, 1 —2 mm lonuaetO.2- 0.8 mm lata, umbellulis llorileris 
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parum breviora vel subaequiloni^a; flores in umbellula 5-11, brevicer (0.5 - 1 
mm) peclicellati; petala flava, ca. 1 mm diametro; ligula subreccangulo, apice 
emarginato, petalomm tertiam partem sLibaequantia. Fructus subellipsoidei, 2 
— 3 mm longi et 1.2 — 1.5 mm lari, pedicello 1 .5 — 2.5 mm longo, valleciilis 4- 
SLilcatis, 3-victatis. 



Typk: CHINA. SiCHi )/\N Provincf: Wenchuan District, alt. ca. 2()0() m, on open slope, margin 
of thickets, 21 Aug 19tS5,5.L. Pc/n0442, (Ph); same locality, 7 Sep 19S5,.V.L. Pa?/043(^iS] \M\). 



A key to the five most closely related species of Buplenrum is given as follows: 



1. Stem single, not caespitose. 

2, Rays of umbel 1—3; leaves small, few; stem much-branched 

B, wench N cviense et Y. Li 

2. Rays of umbel more than 4; leaves very long and narrow, more numerous; stem 

sparsely branched B. niicrocephalmn Diels 

1. Stem numerous, caespitose. 

3. Leaves dimorphic, the basal ones and those on the lower part of the 
stem obovate-lanceolate, differs remarkably from those in the middle and 
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upper part of the stem which are oblong or short linear and much smaller 
B.chahhoui Shan et Sheh 




Leaves uniform, linear. 

4. Involucel bracts more than 2 mm long, exceeding the pedicel; leaves hrm, 

up to 1 5 cm long; rays of umbel usually less than 3 B. nuilconense Shan et Y Li 

4. Involucel bracts less than 2 mm long, shorter than the pedicel; leaves tender. 



at most 8 cm long; rays of umbel usually 6-7 



B. sichuiUiense S.L. Pan et Hsu 
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